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St. Helena man killed in
rush-hour crash on Highway 29

Arts in schools gets a boost from
Festival del Sole 2015 grants

A head-on collision on Highway 29 south of Oakville
Grade during Friday evening’s rush hour killed a 37
year-old St. Helena man, the California Highway
Patrol reported.
The accident shut down Highway 29 for about three
hours, requiring motorists to be detoured to Silverado
Trail, the Napa County Sheriff’s Office reported.
The CHP said a Ford driven by Cesar Jimenez Morcon
was driving northbound at 5 p.m. when it drifted into the
path of a southbound Lexus driven by Chandler Pessah,
24, of Hillsborough.
Morcon sustained major injuries and was pronounced
dead at the scene, the CHP said.
Morcon was driving at about 55 mph when he crossed
into the path of Pessah who was traveling at about 45
mph, the CHP said.
According to a witness’s statement, Morcon may have
been driving while drowsy, the CHP said.
Pessah was taken to Queen of the Valley Medical Center with moderate injuries, the CHP said.

Register seeks nominations
for Sharing the Spirit
The Register is seeking reader nominations for our
annual holiday tributes to unsung people who make a
difference in the lives of others.
If you know of someone or a small group that operates
below the radar to make the Napa Valley a better place,
please share with us their good deeds. Their stories will
be run in our Sharing the Spirit series in the second half
of December. Please submit your suggestions to city
editor Kevin Courtney, kcourtney@napanews.com, (707)
256-2217, or 1615 Second St., Napa 94559.

LOTTERY
DAILY 3 EVENING
9-4-3

FANTASY 5
19-22-31-35-36
Estimated jackpot: $82,000

DAILY 3 MIDDAY
7-4-7

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot: $180 million

DAILY 4
8-2-1-9
DAILY DERBY
1st:9 Winning Spirit-2nd:7 Eureka3rd:10 Solid Gold, Race Time: 1:41.68
Estimated jackpot: $103,000

POWERBALL
7-16-25-50-53, Powerball: 15, Power
Play: 2
SUPERLOTTO PLUS
5-10-26-32-42, Mega Ball: 10

County master
plan will be created
SASHA PAULSEN
spaulsen@napanews.com

The Napa Valley Unified
School district arts programs received an infusion
of support when Festival
del Sole announced its
2015 grants. They included
$120,000 to fulfill a wish list
from visual and performing arts teachers, as well
as $50,000 grant to begin
creating a master plan for
arts education.
“I’m ecstatic to accept
this,” Barbara Nemko, Napa
Country Superintendent of
Schools said of the $120,000
grant to which will support
30 programs in 16 schools
from American Canyon to
Calistoga. “When first I told
the teachers to make a wish
list, they didn’t even know
what to ask for. No one had
ever asked them what they
needed before.”
“It’s true,” added Sonia
Tolbert, the general manager
for Festival de Sole. “We had
to have a gathering for the
teachers to prod them. They
were like, ‘You mean I can
ask for anything?’”
“We said we can’t make
any guarantees,” Tolbert
said. “But we told them the
application is a one-sheet
piece of paper. They were
like, ‘Wow.’”
When they got into it,
Nemko added, “The needs
are enormous.”
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From left, Sonia Tolbert, general manager of the Festival
del Sole, Olivia Everett, director of the Arts Council of
Napa Valley, and Patrick Sweeney, superintendent of the
Napa Valley Unified School District, attend the announcement of the grants from the annual music festival to Napa
County schools.

Many of the district’s
highly praised arts programs, like the Napa and
Vintage high school choral
and instrumental classes,
rely on parent and teacher
fundraising to pay for costs
beyond the classroom and
the teacher salary; everything from sheet music to
travel costs for competition.
The Festival del Sole
money comes from a gala
held as part of the 10-day
musical event that takes
place in Napa Valley each
July. This year, singer-actor
Kevin Spacey sang at the
gala. The auction included a
fund-a-need lot to grant the
teachers’ wishes. The arts
grants for education were
announced Thursday.
Festival grants
also included $15,000
for the Napa Valley
Youth Symphony.
“We hope we’ll come
back with even fatter
checks next year,” said
Darioush Kahledi, president

of the board of the 10-yearold Festival del Sole.
A MASTER PLAN
FOR THE ARTS
The $50,000 grant was
given to the Arts Council of
Napa Valley to expedite the
creation of a master plan
for arts education in Napa
County, Tolbert said.
This public-private collaboration has been a key
project of the Arts Council,
said director Olivia Everett. When the state Office
of Education asked each
county to create such a plan,
Arts Council Napa County
spearheaded the formation
of a coalition of public and
private partners to create the Arts Council Napa
Valley Education Alliance
to accomplish that, Everett said.
After spending two years
researching and documenting the needs throughout
the county, the Alliance will
be able to move ahead with

the help from the Festival grant.
“This is a dream come
true,” Everett said. “The
Festival people came to
us and said, ‘How can we
help?’ They really wanted to
help to make a difference.”
Having a master plan
creates a roadmap for a
comprehensive, sequential
curriculum for arts education, kindergarten-12th
grade, said Patrick Sweeney, superintendent of
the Napa Valley Unified
School District.
Tolbert said the initial
focus is on the school district because it affects 90
percent of the students in
Napa County. “We wanted
to go for for the best and
greatest need and impact.”
As a result of the Festival del Sole grant, Tolbert
added, “The school district
has committed to hiring a
consultant that will create
the plan. What this is going
to mean to students is that
every student in Napa Valley
Unified School District will
have equal access to arts
education. This will increase
access and equality — that’s
the most important thing
— access will be available
to every single student in
every grade.”
“I want to build public
awareness (that) being
involved in the arts will
make students more successful in every other aspect
of their lives,” Tolbert said.
“We can’t underestimate
the importance of the arts,”
Nemko said. “It’s what
keeps some kids coming to
school — and it’s fun.”

Parent Meet and Greet
November 18th at 8:30 am
Please call 707-253-3491 to
schedule a tour.
Visit online at
pves-nvusd-ca.schoolloop.com
1600 Barbara Road
Napa, CA 94558

Have a Film Pass?
Ride for FREE!
Show your Napa Valley Film Festival pass
and ride the VINE for FREE!

November 11 - 15
VINE Transit will provide extended hours
until 11pm throughout Napa Valley
on festival days.

• Spanish/English Immersion Program
• Small School Community
• Hands-on Science Lab
• Computer Lab and iPad Learning
• Culinary Garden
• After School Enrichment Classes
• Field Trips
• Transitional Kindergarten

Go to ridethevine.com
(707) 251-2800

DUAL IMMERSION
Pueblo Vista Magnet School
offers a Spanish and English
Dual Immersion program.
Students who begin the
program in Kindergarten will be
bilingual and biliterate by the
end of 5th grade. By developing
fluency in two languages, we
are able to offer a culturally
diverse academic experience.
TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN
We offer Transitional Kindergarten
(TK) to children who will
have their 5th birthday
between Sept 2nd and Dec 2nd.
Children in our TK program are
introduced to Spanish.

We are Celebrating 16 Years!

Weekday Lunch Specials
The Classic Italian Sandwich
Handmade Pressed Panini with Organic Salad $10

Holiday Party?
Don’t wait, get the best seating.
Thanksgiving through New Year’s Eve

Local Vibe
Live Music and
Full Bar
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